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… with keynotes, position papers, inspiring
examples, workshops, debates, panels with ICH-
practitioners, co-creations, networking …ICHANDMUSEUMS.EU

From 2017 to 2020 the project explored the
variety of approaches, interactions and practices
on safeguarding ICH together with museums…















“Safeguarding intangible heritage in
museum contexts remains an
underexplored domain. One threshold is
the inability of current methodologies
used for registering this heritage in
collection management systems.”



- ICH practices need to be documented in their versatility and with attention to

their dynamics. It is necessary to record more than just the related collection items

and documentation

- The necessary interlinkages cannot be made in common collection management

systems and in those of other organizations who take up a role in safeguarding ICH.

- Collection management systems today do not yet have a tailored translation of

concepts, aligned with those commonly used within the context of ICH.

CHALLENGES

! Free, prior, informed and sustained consent and participation of
communities, groups and individuals concerned is primordial, but not
common practice…



- Accumulation of different types of media and carriers

- Fragmentation and loss of information

- …

CONSEQUENCES?



- Blueprint of an application profile, with

entities and properties

- Cataloguing rules, from within 2

viewpoints

- Policy recommendations with minimum

requirements

- 13 proofs of concept



5 STANDARD MODELS



ENTITY HIERARCHY



CORE MODEL OF THE APPLICATION PROFILE



PROOF OF CONCEPT



ENTITIES



ENTITIES



LINK TO RECORDING

Hybrid Working Group session in May 2023,
FeliX Art & Eco Museum. Photo: Tine Van De Vel
for Workshop Intangible Heritage Flanders

PREVIOUS SESSION OF THE CIDOC ICH WORKING GROUP

http://immaterieelerfgoed.be/nl/nieuws/recording-and-presentations-cidoc-ich-working-group


A policy on documenting ICH in museums requires: 

→ a vision on collaborating with communities, groups, individuals that 

practice and transmit ICH

→ a vision on connecting collection objects with ICH practices

>>> UNESCO Ethical Principles for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage 

>>> SPECTRUM-procedures

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS



1. Register within a participatory framework

2. Identify associated practices of ICH

3. Distinguish between collection items ‘used in’ ICH and collection

items that ‘record’ them

4. Situate ICH practices and their various manifestations in time

and space

5. Document various representations of an ICH practice

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS



- Collection management systems are not in tune with requirements

regarding ICH

- ICH often is an afterthought when it comes to data management

- Findings still need to be thoroughly assessed and tested by a wide

variety of museums, across the globe

- Participatory methodologies are time consuming and often complex

- ...

CHALLENGES



- Museums (but also archives etc.) increasingly work on safeguarding ICH

with the concerned communities, groups and individuals, at all types of

levels in their operations

- Communities, groups and individuals who practice ICH are also

increasingly realizing the value of their ICH and benefits that might

come from collaborating with museums towards safeguarding their

ICH

- A series of experimental pathways are launched, with a particularly

strong interest: from Flanders, to Europe, to the global level

OPPORTUNITIES



Registering ICH in museums’ collection management systems,

linking them a.o. with (intern)national ICH inventories, wiki-

platforms, … allows for enriching these inventories and our

knowledge about ICH, stimulating research, collaboration, … and

above all, the safeguarding of ICH with the communities, groups

and individuals concerned!

OPPORTUNITIES



• A first theoretical pillar: studying the need and gains for museums in
integrating intangible heritage into their operations

• A second and third methodological pillar: developing deontological
guidelines and technical solutions

A standard can only be obtained by consensually addressing questions
around ownership, collaborative engagement and integration of data.

.PROPOSED APPROACH



ROADMAP
… towards an international standard for registering living
heritage inmuseums’ collectionmanagement systems

PRESENTATION 
CIDOC MEXICO 

FORMAL 
CIDOC 
MANDATE

QUESTIONNAIR
E

TRANSLATION 
REPORT

…

DEFINE AMBITIONS: 
best practice or ISO?
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