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CRM Core is a proposal of metadata elements for resource discovery. It captures the basic functions of identification, classification, participation, part decomposition, references and similarity. In other words, it describes the most fundamental relationships that connect things, concepts, people, time and place. 
Most important, it can be used to construct deep, meaningful networks of things, people and concepts participating and meeting in events. Dublin Core does not allow for building such networks of knowledge. CRM Core is more general than Dublin Core,and more precise, as it allows for specifying different kinds of events. For instance, Dublin Core cannot describe the place where an object was made. CRM Core can be regarded as Dublin Core compatible. 
CRM Core is not only a format for metadata elements for resource discovery, but also a very simple schema for summarization of historical facts. It allows for exploiting the fact, that metadata about the creation, use and find constitute historical facts comparable to the information found in documents themselves. 
It has been accepted by CIDOC in May 2005 as working item for a metadata recommendation, and it was revised by the CIDOC CRM Special Interest Group in November 2005. It is now to be tested in practice. The current encoding is in XML DTD, but an RDF version can be easily produced.

